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“When the fertile prairie land of Monona 
County was opened for settlement, many 
families sought the opportunity to secure 
for themselves a home. They brought with them into the new country brave 
hearts and determined minds; ready to live or die for their ideals. Foremost 
among these ideals was that of the worship of God; a worship as free and 
unhindered as the challenge of the open prairie country.

Of this noble band, those who fostered the Church claim our attention. Such 
pioneer names as Slocum, Wilt, Wiley, Polly, Myers, Williams, Scott, Wiles, 
Pyrtle, Utterback, Coons, Cummings, Van Blaricom are almost only memories 
yet how monumental were their efforts in those early days. Many of them had 
held communion in the Pleasant Hill church in Mills County and out of their 
experience there came the new communion here.

They met Sunday after Sunday in some good brother’s home where they 
heard plain gospel story told by one of their own group or by an itinerant 
evangelist and commemorated the Lord’s Supper in a simple way. They held 
“protracted” meetings in school-houses or groves; the Slocum, Herring, Circle, 
Dahl, Cook, Maplelanding, Brooks, Skidmore, and Crawford localities being 
the scene of many such gatherings. On one occasion they made arrange-
ments to use the building belonging to another group only to arrive with 
evangelist and crowd to be denied admittance. Did they give up? Oh, no. One 
good brother offered the use of his barn and a successful meeting was held 
there-in. Hardships were many but the victories great in those days in the late 
(18)70’s and we bow in honor and respect for that courageous band.

By 1880 they saw that the growing village of Whiting would be a better place 
for a church home than in the open country so they made plans to establish 
a church there. They made arrangements to use the building belonging to the 
United Brethren.”

“History of the 
Church of Christ
at Whiting” As prepared by

Ada Carter for the 
50th Celebration

in 1933

an Excerpt from

WHERE WE “WERE”



The gift of family is one which we do 
not take for granted here at WCC. We 
are grateful that God has done amazing 
things through his church in Whiting as 
well as the surrounding areas, and we 
celebrate the fact that the theme of fam-
ily has been at the center of the mission 
of this church since the very beginning. 
God used families in the community to 

build his church where we now worship in and serve in together.
Together, we are all a part of God’s 
family whom God has uniquely 
created to be in community with 
one another; where we grow to-
gether, laugh together, cry togeth-
er, and simply take care of one an-
other.

As we know, God desires to con-
tinually grow his kingdom, his family. God has built this church to 
develop new relationships with people who need to know him. 
Having this in mind, the leadership of Whiting Christian Church 
have continually prayed and sought God’s will on how we can 
best impact new generations in our community. One of the steps 
the church has taken to accomplish this is to hire Brenda Mc-
Farland and Jed Shermer as our Children’s Ministry Director and 
Youth Minister, respectively. Both Brenda and Jed work hard to 
develop ministries which reach young people and teach them 
how to have a relationship with Jesus Christ. Their leadership in 
these crucial areas of ministry has proven to be vital to the vision 
and mission of WCC and we desire to provide a great foundation 
on which they can continue to build their ministries.
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WHERE WE “Are”



We believe that one of the next steps taken for these ministries 
is to improve upon the already wonderful facilities we have here 
in our building. The elders and finance team have taken steps to 
consult with architects who have provided designs for an updat-
ed space in which our children’s and youth ministries can oper-
ate on a weekly basis. These plans also include a wonderful new 
entrance located between the original church building and the 
newer “Morton” building which was originally built as a daycare 
facility and now serves as the office and children’s ministry area.

• More classroom space
• More “Check-In” space
• A brand new entrance/lounge

What is included?
• Brand new nursery
• Dedicated worship area for 

children’s ministry.
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WHERE WE’re “Going”

The Design



For this to happen, of course, we must first take a step of faith 
and ask God to provide for this project. We believe that He has 
orchestrated these plans from the beginning. Now He desires to 
provide through the faith of individuals as we collectively pursue 
growth of His kingdom here in our community. We believe that if 
our sole desire is to lead people into growing relationships with 
Jesus then he will bless this community through our faithful gen-
erosity and give us an opportunity to reach even more families 
who need to hear the Gospel. The leadership of WCC, consisting 
of the elders, the staff, and the finance team would like to invite 
you to be a part of this campaign by committing to pray together 
and give sacrificially towards this project.

A few ways you could give to this campaign are as follows:
• A one-time monetary gift.
• A commitment of a specified sum; given as installments over 

the next year.
• Prayer! As we go through this campaign together we would 

like to ask ALL who are involved with the church to partic-
ipate in praying for God’s leadership in this project. We will 
even provide opportunities for you to participate with us in 
prayer events.

We are grateful for your input and welcome your questions. 
Please consider talking with any one of our elders or our Lead 
Minister, Josh Weece, about this campaign. We desire to glorify 
God through this project and look forward to seeing the great 
things He will do as we step onto this new path which God has 
provided. Thank you for your commitment to His church!

~ WCC Staff & Elders
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WHERE WE’re “Going”



What is the Moving Forward Campaign?
Moving Forward is a commitment program which will give us the 
opportunity to honor the vision that God has given us as a church 
to increase our impact on the community we are a part of. God can 
use us to accomplish His will for His church, and use us to meet 
the needs of our community and future generations for Christ.

What is the goal?
The goal of this campaign is to raise $150,000, of which we al-
ready have $25,000 available. A loan for the remaining portion of 
the total will be secured to move forward with the project.

How was the decision made?
Our leadership is consistently praying about the future of Whiting 
Christian Church. Over the past couple of years, we have seen the 
emphasis on family ministry increase attendance in our children’s 
and youth ministries, which has led prayers in the direction of un-
derstanding how to best accommodate future growth in these 
ministries. As a result of those prayers we are confident that the 
next step for our church is to improve and expand our current fa-
cilities.

What can I do?
You can begin now by praying for this campaign, asking how God 
might be leading you to be involved. Spend time on your own ask-
ing God to reveal his will for your participation in this campaign 
and allow Him to speak to you. The amount He leads you to give 
will be the right amount. (2 Corinthians 8:11-14)

What about my regular giving?
Your commitment to Moving Forward should be an amount that 
God leads you to give above and beyond your regular tithes and 
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Q & A’s



offerings. It is important that we maintain our giving to the operat-
ing budget of the church so that the day-to-day church operations 
are not affected.

How should I give?
Beginning now, we are asking for you to make a commitment 
to the Moving Forward Campaign through the end of 2018. The 
amount in which you choose to commit could be given at your 
discretion; whether in weekly, monthly, or quarterly amounts.

In addition, on March 26 and April 2, we are asking you to make a 
portion of your pledge in a one-time “First Fruits” gift. This offering 
is a part of your commitment that you can give up front to help 
with the initial costs of the project.

You will receive a commitment card and be asked to fill out the 
card with the amount you intend to give as your “First Fruits” of-
fering and the balance of your commitment to the campaign. As 
indicated earlier, you may choose to give weekly, monthly, quar-
terly, or in one lump sum. You should make your decision based 
on God’s will and the best method for you.

How will I know how much to give?
The Bible says, “Every man shall give as he is able, according to the 
blessings of the Lord, your God, which He has given you.” (Deuter-
onomy 16:17) We encourage you to spend daily time in prayer ask-
ing God to give you direction in how to give. Through time spent in 
prayer and reflection, you will know what to give.

Will my contributions be made public?
No, absolutely not. Regular updates will be available as contribu-
tions and commitments are made.
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